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RMKS/1.  NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE (6074) IS THE COGNIZANT FIELD

ACTIVITY FOR SONOBUOY LOGISTICS AND ENGINEERING MATTERS FOR THE

SONOBUOY PROGRAM MANAGER, PEOASWASM (PMA-264).  THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES

GUIDANCE FOR MANAGING SONOBUOYS REMOVED FROM THE SLC FOR FREE FALL

DEPLOYMENT.

2.  A RECENT TFOA INCIDENT REPORTED REF A WAS PROBABLY CAUSED BY

FAILURE TO CORRECTLY REPLACE THE SONOBUOY LAUNCH CONTAINER (SLC)

BREAKOUT CAP WHEN REPACKAGING A SONOBUOY INSIDE THE SLC.  THE

SONOBUOY HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN REMOVED FROM ITS SLC IN PREPARATION FOR

FREE FALL DEPLOYMENT.

3.  REF B, THE SONOBUOY INTERACTIVE ELECTRONIC TECHNICAL MANUAL,

PROVIDES INSTRUCTION ON HOW TO REMOVE THE SONOBUOY FROM THE SLC BUT

DOES NOT PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS FOR REPACKAGING THE BUOY INSIDE ITS SLC

FOR CAD LAUNCH.

4.  SONOBUOYS REMOVED FROM THEIR SLC IN PREPARATION FOR SHIPBOARD

OVER-THE-SIDE DEPLOYMENT OR FOR FREE FALL DEPLOYMENT FROM SH-60B OR

P-3 AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOT BE REPACKAGED FOR CAD LAUNCH.  THOUGH IT IS

POSSIBLE TO DO SO, THE PROBABILITY OF END CAP FAILURE DUE IMPROPER

REPACKAGING IS HIGH.  FLEET ACTIVITIES SHALL NOT REPACKAGE SONOBUOYS

INSIDE THEIR SLC FOR CAD LAUNCH AFTER THE BUOY IS REMOVED FROM ITS

SLC.

5.  RESTRICTION AGAINST REPACKAGING SONOBUOYS INSIDE THE SLC FOR CAD

LAUNCH WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE REVISION OF THE SONOBUOY IETM DUE FOR

RELEASE EARLY NEXT YEAR.

6. NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE POC IS <NAME> AT COMM 812-854-3577, DSN 482-3577.  SONOBUOY WEB SITE AT URL SONOBUOY.CRANE.NAVY.MIL.//
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