051700Z MAR 01
FM NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN//6074//

TO CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI//N4211//

CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA//411A2//

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK//411//

INFO CNO WASHINGTON DC//N780E1B//

PEOASWASM PATUXENT RIVER MD//PMA264B//

NAVAMMOLOGCEN MECHANICSBURG PA

NAVAMMOLOGCEN AMMOLANT NORFOLK VA//032TW/032ET//

NAVAMMOLOGCEN AMMOPAC SAN DIEGO CA//00331A/40//

BT

UNCLAS //N13264//

MSGID/GENADMIN/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN 6074/01022GW/MAR//
SUBJ/IMPENDING EXPIRATION OF SSQ-53D (NALC 8W72) AND SSQ-77ACZ (NALC 8W75) SONOBUOY STOCKS//

REF/A/RMG/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN/061931ZFEB98//

REF/B/RMG/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN/131551ZMAR98//

NARR/REF A EXTENDED ALL STOCKS OF SSQ-53D (NALC 8W72) TO TEN YEARS SERVICE LIFE.  REF B EXTENDED ALL STOCKS OF SSQ-77ACZ (NALC 8W75) TO TEN YEARS SERVICE LIFE.//

RMKS/1. NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE (6074) IS THE COGNIZANT FIELD

ACTIVITY FOR SONOBUOY LOGISTICS AND ENGINEERING MATTERS FOR THE SONOBUOY PROGRAM MANAGER, PEOASWASM (PMA-264).

2.  NAVY STOCKS OF AN/SSQ-53D, NALC 8W72, AND OF AN/SSQ-77A(CZ), NALC 8W75, SONOBUOYS ARE APPROACHING THE END OF THEIR EXTENDED TEN YEAR SERVICE LIFE.  NO FURTHER SERVICE LIFE EXTENSIONS ARE ANTICIPATED FOR THESE UNITS DUE TO PROBABLE DEGRADATION OF COMPONENTS AND EXHAUSTION OF ELECTRONIC FUNCTION SELECT (EFS) BATTERIES.  SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES OF SUITABLE SUBSTITUTES EXIST IN THE FLEET STOCKPILE FOR BOTH SONOBUOY NALCS UPON THEIR EXPIRATION.  

3.  APPROXIMATELY SIX TO EIGHT MONTHS OF USABLE LIFE REMAINS FOR A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THESE SONOBUOYS.  APPROXIMATELY 11,000 SSQ-53D AND 34,000 SSQ-77A(CZ) SONOBUOYS REMAIN IN THE NAVY STOCKPILE IN USABLE CONDITION.    

4.  EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO USE THESE REMAINING SONOBUOYS PRIOR TO THEIR EXPIRATION. 

5.  REQUEST SUBORDINATE ACTIVITIES BE ADVISED OF THE SITUATION AND DIRECTED TO USE THESE NALCS BEFORE USING SUITABLE SUBSTITUTES IF OPERATIONALLY FEASIBLE.  

6.  NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE POC IS <NAME> AT COMM 812-854-3577, DSN 482-3577, FAX 812-854-3573.//

BT

