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RMKS/1.  LAST AIN XMITTED 081935Z DEC 03.

2.  THE SONOBUOY PROGRAM OFFICE IS RE-INTRODUCING THE

AN/SSQ-53D (8W72) SONOBUOY FOR FLEET USAGE. THE NEW PRODUCTION

AN/SSQ-53D UNITS ARE STILL IDENTIFIED BY NALC 8W72, BUT HAVE

LOT NUMBERS IN THE 100 SERIES. ALL THE NEW UNITS CAN BE

IDENTIFIED WITH AN AMMUNITION LOT NUMBER (ALN) UTILIZING A 100

SERIES.  AN EXAMPLE OF THIS WOULD BE ALN UND03L003-101.

ADDITIONALLY, THE EXPIRATION DATE INDICATED ON THE BAR CODES,

PALLETS AND SONOBUOY LAUNCH CONTAINERS (SLC) WILL BE FIVE YEARS

FROM MANUFACTURE AND HAVE NO SERVICE LIFE EXTENSIONS THAT WERE

PREVIOUSLY APPLIED TO THE OLDER 8W72 UNITS.  FUTURE LOTS WILL

CONTINUE TO HAVE A 100 SERIES ATTACHED TO THE ALN AND A NEW

EXPIRATION DATE.

3.  ACTIVITIES IN RECEIPT OF NEW PRODUCTION AN/SSQ-53D (NALC 8W72)

SONOBUOYS SHOULD TAKE CARE NOT TO CONFUSE THE NEW UNITS

WITH OLDER UNITS THAT HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED BY NAR 0590-03.

4.  THIS AIN WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE APRIL 2004

EDITION OF REF A.//
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