R 281937Z JUL 03 

FM CNO WASHINGTON DC//N780//

TO COMFLTFORCOM NORFOLK VA//N3/N8//

COMNAVAIRFOR SAN DIEGO CA//N3//

COMNAVAIRLANT NORFOLK VA//N8//

NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN//6074//

COMPATRECONFORLANT NORFOLK VA//N3/N7//

COMPATRECONFORPAC KANEOHE BAY HI//N3/N7//

COMHSLWINGPAC SAN DIEGO CA

COMHSLWINGLANT MAYPORT FL

CTF 72

NAVAMMOLOGCEN MECHANICSBURG PA//43/431//

COMSURFWARDEVGRU LITTLE CREEK VA//N3//

INFO COMPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI

COMLANTFLT NORFOLK VA

CTF 12

CTF 57

CTF 67

CTF 84

CNO WASHINGTON DC//N41/N74/N780E/N780E1/N80/N81//

COMPATRECONWING ONE KAMI SEYA JA

COMPATRECONWING FIVE BRUNSWICK ME

COMPATRECONWING TEN WHIDBEY ISLAND WA

COMPATRECONWING ELEVEN JACKSONVILLE FL

COMNAVRESFOR NEW ORLEANS LA

COMDESRON FIFTEEN

PEOASWASM PATUXENT RIVER MD//PMA-264//

NRL WASHINGTON DC//1240//

COMNAVMETOCCOM STENNIS SPACE CENTER MS//N3//

COMNAVAIRSYSCOM PATUXENT RIVER MD//AIR3.1/3.5//

PATRON FOUR

COMRESPATWING WILLOW GROVE PA

BT

UNCLAS

MSGID/GENADMIN/CNO WASHINGTON DC/-/JUL//

SUBJ/SONOBUOY INVENTORY AND USAGE GUIDANCE//

POC/<NAME>/CDR/N780E1B/LOC:OPNAV PENTAGON/TEL:703-695-1964

/EMAIL:<NAME> @NAVY.MIL//

RMKS/1.  THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES SHORT AND LONG TERM GUIDANCE FOR THE USAGE AND DELIVERY OF SSQ-53 DIFAR AND SSQ-77 VLAD SONOBUOY INVENTORIES AND ENSURES ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF SSQ-101 ADAR BUOYS FOR TASK FORCE ASW INITIATIVES DURING SHAREM-146 AS WELL AS SSQ-110 BUOYS FOR FUTURE CTF-72 OPERATIONS.

2.
FOR ALL AIR ACTIVITIES: SUSPEND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE, FOR THE REMAINDER OF 4QFY03 AND 1QFY04, USAGE OF SSQ-53 DIFAR SONOBUOYS AND EMPHASIZE THE USE OF SSQ-77B VLAD BUOYS.  JUSTIFICATION: A LARGE NUMBER OF SSQ-77B VLAD BUOYS ARE UNABLE TO UNDERGO FURTHER LIFE EXTENSION AND WILL EXPIRE OVER THE NEXT 3-6 MONTHS.  THIS GUIDANCE WILL ENSURE EFFICIENT INVENTORY USAGE WHILE ADDRESSING PROJECTED SSQ-53 DIFAR SHORTFALLS FOR CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS.  THIS GUIDANCE DOES NOT AFFECT REAL WORLD ASW OPERATIONS.

3.
FOR NAVAMMOLOGCEN: FOR UPCOMING SSQ-53 SONOBUOY DELIVERIES AND UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, EFFECT A 70/30 PAC/LANT DELIVERY SPLIT TO ALL ASSOCIATED STORAGE FACILITIES.  JUSTIFICATION: THE SSQ-53 DIFAR INVENTORY HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FULFILL NNOR REQUIREMENTS SINCE FY01.  THE WORLDWIDE INVENTORY IS APPROACHING THE INABILITY TO SUPPORT ADEQUATE NCEA TO THE FLEET WHILE SUSTAINING A REDUCED COMBAT REQUIREMENT LEVEL.  WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION DOES NOT REFLECT CURRENT ASW WARFIGHTING PRIORITIES, THUS CAUSING CONCERN OVER THE FLEETS ABILITY TO GET BUOYS TO WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED IN A TIMELY MANNER FOR CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS.

4.
FOR CNAF/CNAP/CTF72/NAVAMMOLOGCEN: RQST CONFIRM DELIVERY OF 8 PALLETS OF SSQ-101 (NALC 8W85) ADAR BUOYS TO BOTH MISAWA AND KADENA UPON RECEIPT.  APPROXIMATELY 3 PALLETS ARE NEEDED TO SUPPORT TASK FORCE ASW DEMO DURING SHAREM-146.  DELIVERY AND DEPLOYMENT OF THIS BUOY ICW DESRON-15, PATRON MISAWA, AND N74/JHU-APL WILL FACILITATE HIGH PRIORITY TESTING FOR FUTURE ASW SEARCH AND SENSOR DEVELOPMENT.  ADDITIONALLY, CURRENT STOCKPILES OF THE SSQ-110 (NALC 8W77) ARE IN QUESTION DUE TO UPPER UNIT INFLATION PACK FAILURE AS VERIFIED BY CPRW-5 TEST DATA.  CURRENTLY, CAIMS REPORTS NO IN-THEATER (JAPAN) STOCKPILE OF SSQ-110A (NALC 8W81) SONOBUOYS, WHETHER LEGACY UNITS OR REWORKED LOT NUMBERS ITH98B096-005A (EXPIRE JAN 08) AND ITH98B096-006A (EXPIRE MAR 08).  ALL LEGACY 110A UNITS REPORTED IN JAPAN EARLIER THIS YEAR HAVE EXPIRED.  REQUEST TO REPLACE EXPIRED 110A UNITS HAS BEEN RECEIVED AT NAVAMMOLOGCEN AND REPLACEMENTS ARE IN ROUTE.//

BT

