R 241821Z MAR 04
FM NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN//6074//

TO AIG 120

INFO PEOASWASM PATUXENT RIVER MD//PMA264B//

CNO WASHINGTON DC//N780//

BT

UNCLAS //N13264//

MSGID/GENADMIN/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN 6074/GWW02//

SUBJ/AN-SSQ-77 (SERIES) SONOBUOY MANAGEMENT SER 02//

REF/A/RMG/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN/141900Z/APR/98//

REF/B/RMG/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN/091810Z/DEC/03//

REF/C/RMG/NAVAMMOLOGCEN MECHANICSBURG PA/081945Z/DEC/03//

NARR/REF A IS A SERVICE LIFE EXTENSION FOR SSQ-77B, NALC 8W76, SONOBUOYS TO TEN YEARS FROM DATE OF MANUFACTURE.  REF B DISCUSSES THE REINTRODUCTION OF REWORKED SSQ-77ACZ UNITS.  REF C IS AIN 024-04 CONCERNING REINTRODUCTION OF SSQ-77ACZ UNITS TO FLEET STOCKS.

RMKS/1. NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE (6074B) IS THE COGNIZANT FIELD

ACTIVITY FOR SONOBUOY LOGISTICS AND ENGINEERING MATTERS FOR THE SONOBUOY PROGRAM MANAGER, PEOASWASM (PMA-264).  THIS IS A COORDINATED OPNAV N780/PMA-264 MESSAGE.

2.  THIS IS THE SECOND OF TWO MESSAGES CONCERNING MANAGEMENT OF SSQ-77 (SERIES) SONOBUOYS.  THE FIRST WENT TO THE FLEET COMMANDERS.  THIS MESSAGE ADDRESSES MANAGEMENT ACTIONS FOR SSQ-77 (SERIES) SONOBUOYS REQUIRED BY ALL FLEET USERS UNTIL DELIVERY OF THE SSQ-77C, NALC 8W90, BEGINS IN FY05.

3.  SSQ-77B, NALC 8W76, USAGE RESTRICTIONS: FLEET ACTIVITIES MUST CAREFULLY SCREEN EXISTING 8W76 STOCK TO ASSIGN CORRECT EXPIRATION DATES IN THE RETAIL ORDNANCE LOGISTICS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (ROLMS) TO INSURE CORRECT PERIODIC LOT REPORTS (PLR) ARE SUBMITTED.  THE MAJORITY OF 8W76 UNITS WILL EXPIRE IN FY04, SOME WILL REMAIN SERVICEABLE INTO FY05.  REF A IS A SERVICE LIFE EXTENSION FOR FIVE YEARS BEYOND THE ORIGINAL FIVE-YEAR SERVICE LIFE FOR THESE SONOBUOYS FOR A TOTAL OF TEN YEARS.  THIS SONOBUOY IS NOT A CANDIDATE FOR FURTHER LIFE EXTENSION.  THE SSQ-77 SONOBUOY IS USED AS THE RECEIVER BUOY IN EXTENDED ECHO RANGING (EER) OPERATIONS WITH THE SSQ-110 (SERIES) BUOY.  EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY ONLY SSQ-77B, NALC 8W76, SONOBUOYS THAT EXPIRE IN FY04 WILL BE USED FOR FY04 EER AND NON-EER MISSIONS ALIKE.  SSQ-77B UNITS THAT EXPIRE IN FY05 WILL BE CONSERVED AND USED FOR EER MISSIONS ONLY.

4.  SSQ-77ACZ, NALC 8W75, USAGE RESTRICTIONS: THE SONOBUOY PROGRAM MANAGER IS CURRENTLY REWORKING A QUANTITY OF SSQ-77ACZ, NALC 8W75, UNITS FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE FLEET, REFS B AND C APPLY.  EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, REWORKED SSQ-77ACZ, NALC 8W75, SONOBUOYS WILL BE CONSERVED AND USED FOR SUPPORT OF EER MISSIONS ONLY.   

5.  THE IMPORTANCE OF CORRECT PERIODIC LOT REPORT (PLR) DATA FOR THE SSQ-77 (SERIES) STOCKPILE CANNOT BE OVEREMPHASIZED.  ANALYSIS OF THE FEBRUARY 2004 PLR DATA INDICATES THAT MANY ACTIVITIES HAVE SSQ-77B, NALC 8W76, MISCLASSIFIED AS USABLE WHEN THEY ARE, IN FACT, EXPIRED.  ALL ACTIVITIES MUST CAREFULLY SCREEN 8W76 STOCK AND ENTER CORRECT LOT NUMBER DATA AND MATERIAL CONDITION CODE TO INSURE FLEET COMMANDERS HAVE ACCURATE DATA FOR PLANNING PURPOSES.  REQUEST ALL ACTIVITIES THAT POSSES SSQ-77B, NALC 8W76, SONOBUOYS VALIDATE THE LOT NUMBER AND CONDITION CODE DATA REPORTED VIA ROLMS.  GUIDANCE ON RECOGNIZING CORRECT LOT NUMBERS CAN BE FOUND IN THE MESSAGE ARCHIVE OF THE SONOBUOY WEB SITE (SEE PARA 6 BELOW).

6.  CURRENT SERVICE LIFE EXTENSION MESSAGES, NOTICES OF AMMUNITION RECLASSIFICATION (NAR’S), AMMUNITION INFORMATION NOTICES (AIN’S), AND OTHER SONOBUOY RELATED INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE SONOBUOY WEB SITE AT URL: HTTP: (SLASH) (SLASH) SONOBUOY.CRANE.NAVY.MIL.  ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE CAN BE OBTAINED VIA THE SONOBUOY HOTLINE AT COMM 812-854-3577, DSN 482-3577, OR VIA EMAIL AT SONOBUOY(AT)CRANE.NAVY.MIL.

7.  OPNAV (N780E1B) POC IS <NAME> AT COMM 703-695-1964, DSN 225-1964.   NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE POC IS <NAME> AT COMM 812-854-3577, DSN 482-3577, FAX 812-854-3573.  EMAIL: SONOBUOY@CRANE.NAVY.MIL.//

8.  REQUEST WIDEST DISSEMINATION.  PASS TO STOCK CONTROL, WEAPONS DEPARTMENTS, ROLMS OPERATORS, AND TO SONOBUOY AND AMMO MANAGERS.

BT

