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RMKS/1.  IN MARCH 98 AN S-3B CRASHED OFF OF SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND CALIFORNIA.  DURING DEBRIS RETRIEVAL OPERATIONS A SAILOR IN A SMALL BOAT REPORTED BEING SHOCKED BY A SONOBUOY HE WAS TRYING TO RETRIEVE FROM THE OCEAN.  

2.  SONOBUOYS WHEN ACTIVATED AND FLOATING IN THE OCEAN USE THE WATER AS GROUND.  PERSONNEL TRYING TO RETRIEVE THE UNITS CAN BE SHOCKED IF THE BUOY IS HANDLED INCORRECTLY.  ADDITIONAL THREATS TO PERSONNEL SAFETY MAY BE ENCOUNTERED IF A SONOBUOY IS RETRIEVED FROM THE OCEAN.  THE SONOBUOY BATTERY MAY BECOME HOT AND EMIT TOXIC FUMES WHEN REMOVED FROM THE WATER, AND THE BURN RESISTOR EMBEDDED IN THE FLOATATION BAG MAY TIME OUT AND ACTIVATE POSING A FIRE HAZARD.

3.  IF AN INCIDENT OF THIS TYPE OCCURS IN FUTURE, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT SONOBUOYS BE LEFT ALONE TO TIME OUT AND SCUTTLE AUTOMATICALLY.  IF NECESSARY TO SCUTTLE THE BUOY IMMEDIATELY, THE FLOATATION BAG SHOULD BE GRASPED, WHILE WEARING NON-CONDUCTIVE GLOVES, AND THE BAG PUNCTURED WITH A KNIFE SO THAT THE SONOBUOY SCUTTLES IMMEDIATELY.  METAL PARTS OF THE FLOATATION UNIT SHOULD NOT BE TOUCHED.

4.  SONOBUOYS SHOULD NOT BE RETRIEVED BY UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL DUE TO THE SAFETY HAZARDS INVOLVED.  

5.  FUTURE ITERATIONS OF THE SONOBUOY TECHNICAL MANUAL, NAVAIR 28-SSQ-500-1, WILL INCLUDE SIMILAR GUIDANCE ON RETRIEVAL OF SONOBUOYS AT SEA.  SAFETY GUIDELINES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE INTERNET AT URL: HTTP://SONOBUOY.CRANE.NAVY.MIL//

