R 201412Z MAY 02

FM NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN//6074//

TO HSL FIVE ONE DET ONE

USS VANDEGRIFT

INFO PEOASWASM PATUXENT RIVER MD//PMA264B//

CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI//N4211//

COMNAVAIRLANT NORFOLK VA//N85/N84F//

COMNAVAIRPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N85/N85B/N85E//

NAVAMMOLOGCEN AMMOPAC SAN DIEGO CA

COMNAVSURFLANT NORFOLK VA//N6/N8//

COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N432/N811//

COMFAIRWESTPAC ATSUGI JA//N83//

AIG 120

BT

UNCLAS //N08000// 

MSGID/GENADMIN/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN 6074B/GW001/MAY//

SUBJ/HSL-51 DICASS EMR AND CODR RESPONSE SER 01//

REF/A/RMG/HSL-51 DET1/181437ZMAY2002//

REF/B/RMG/NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE IN/251945ZJUN1993//

REF/C/OTR/NAVAIR28-SSQ-500-1/01APR2002//

NARR/REF A IS A REPORT OF SUSPECTED LISO2 VENTING FOR SSQ-62 DICASS SONOBUOY INFLIGHT ON SH-60B AIRCRAFT.  REF B IS AN ANALYSIS OF A PREVIOUS LISO2 INCIDENT AND PROVIDED GUIDANCE ON HELO OPS WITH LISO2 BUOYS.  REF C IS THE SONOBUOY TECHNICAL REFERENCE MANUAL//

POC/<NAME>/APML/NSWC CRANE IN CODE 6074B/ LOC: CRANE IN

/ TEL: 812 854-6730/ TEL: DSN 482-6730/ EMAIL: SONOBUOY@CRANE.NAVY.MIL.//

RMKS/1. NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE (6074) IS THE COGNIZANT FIELD

ACTIVITY FOR SONOBUOY LOGISTICS AND ENGINEERING MATTERS FOR THE SONOBUOY PROGRAM MANAGER, PEOASWASM (PMA-264).

2.  REF A REPORTED POSSIBLE VENTING OF AN AN/SSQ-62 DICASS SONOBUOY ON BOARD SH-60B AIRCRAFT WHILE INFLIGHT.  ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION PROVIDED REF A REVEALS THE FOLLOWING:

A.  OF THE TEN DICASS SONOBUOYS ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT, FIVE WERE OVER FIVE YEARS OF AGE.  ONE UNIT WAS OVER SIX YEARS OF AGE.  THE SERVICE LIFE FOR THESE BUOYS IS FIVE YEARS.

B.  IF THIS INCIDENT WAS AN LISO2 VENTING IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE

UNIT THAT VENTED WAS ONE OF THE OLDER BUOYS.

3.  THIS INCIDENT ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF REVIEWING THE AGE OF LITHIUM POWERED SONOBUOYS AND PURGING STOCK OF OVERAGE UNITS.  ADDITIONALLY, THE VIBRATION OF SONOBUOYS INHERENT WITH HELICOPTER OPERATIONS REQUIRES STRICTER MANAGEMENT OF LISO2 POWERED BUOYS.  REPEATED LOADING AND OFFLOADING OF LISO2 BUOYS COUPLED WITH PERIODS OF VIBRATION OF UNITS WHILE INFLIGHT STRESSES THE LISO2 BATTERY PACK.  REF B STATES THAT LISO2 POWERED SONOBUOYS SHOULD ONLY BE LOADED ON SH-60 AIRCRAFT IF ASW OPERATIONS ARE ANTICIPATED AND SHOULD BE STORED IN GRAY OVERPACKS WHEN NOT LOADED ON THE AIRCRAFT.  REF C STATES THE SERVICE LIFE OF SONOBUOYS AND PROVIDES DIRECTION TO LIST OF EXTENSIONS ON THE SONOBUOY WEB SITE.  REF C ALSO REITERATES THE DANGER OF MULTIPLE ONLOADS AND OFFLOADS ON HELICOPTERS AND THE DANGER OF VIBRATION ON LISO2 BUOYS FROM FLIGHT AND SHIPBOARD STOWAGE.

4.  TO ADDRESS LISO2 HAZARDS THE SONOBUOY PROGRAM MANAGER IS PROCURING THERMAL POWERED DICASS BUOYS.  AN/SSQ-62D NALC 8W83 AND AN/SSQ-62E NALC 8W87 SONOBUOYS ARE POWERED BY THERMAL BATTERIES AND DO NOT HAVE LISO2 BATTERIES.

5.  NAVSURFWARCENDIV CRANE POC IS <NAMES> AT COMM 812-854-3577, DSN 482-3577, FAX 812-854-3573.  EMAIL: SONOBUOY@CRANE.NAVY.MIL, WEB URL HTTP://SONOBUOY.CRANE.NAVY.MIL.//

BT

